
About NCCRESt’s National Art Contest The National 
Center for Culturally Responsive Educational Systems (NCCRESt) is sponsoring 
a national ar t contest , in conjunction with its National Forum: Leadership for 
Equity and Excellence:  Transforming Education.  We work to raise awareness of 
the impact of race, class , language, gender, abili ty and culture in our schools . 

Imagine a wor ld in which ever ybody is included, valued, appreciated. 
Visualize a school where the atmosphere is car ing, promoting respect for 
diversi ty, a community of learners born of compassion, trus t and courage. 
A school where s tudents and teachers intentionally commit themselves to 
suppor t and encourage an individual’s unique gif ts , passions and intentions ; 
to challenge and expand the comfor table l imits of thought , tolerance and 
per formance. How would you ar t is t ical ly express this type of school 
environment? NCCRESt seeks to capture the vision of ar tis ts about what 
schools would look like when they value and respond to the backgrounds, 
exper iences, and her itage of ALL students and invest in educating students 
for cr i t ical ci t izenship and engagement with democracy ’s practices .

awards /Prizes The contest is open to s tudents in grades K-12 and 
adults . Only individual entr ies wil l be considered for awards , no group 
entr ies please. Winning entr ies wil l be selec ted by a panel of judges 
selec ted by NCCRESt s taf f (see scor ing rubr ic) . All winners wil l be 
announced at the National Forum in Washing ton, D.C . in Februar y 2007. 

The grand pr ize winner wil l receive a $300 cash award and a tr ip for two 
to Washington, D.C. to attend the 2007 National Forum on Dispropor tionality 
in Education, Februar y 7-9, 2007. At this national forum the grand pr ize 
winner wil l be honored at a reception and ar twork wil l be on display.

Fir s t place winners wil l be awarded for each age group :
Group I – K indergar ten - Grade 4
Group I I – Grades 5-8
Group I I I – Grades 9-12
Group IV – Adult

Fir s t place winners wil l receive a $200 cash award and trophy /plaque. 
Addit ionally, 10 Honorable Mention cer t i f icates wil l be awarded for each 
age group and medium categor y. 

SUBMISSIONS  Work submit ted to this contest wil l be used on 
products and mater ials developed by NCCRESt to raise awareness and 
to help people across the nation unders tand the vis ion of inclusive , 
cul tural ly responsive education. For addit ional information about the 
mission of NCCRESt please vis i t our website : www.nccrest .org. Your 
work may be expressed in any of the following ar t is t ic mediums :

2D work:
•Clear ly label the back of the ar twork .
•No frames , glass , Plexiglas , or wood s tr ips .  Mat ting is not necessar y.
•Maximum size for entr ies : 25 inches X 30 inches .

3D work:
•Do not mail or iginal 3D ar twork .  
•Please submit a photograph of the work ins tead.

Written work:
•Poetr y, shor t s tor y, essay, etc.
•Writ ten work should not exceed 1500 words .

multimedia work:
•Video tapes , dvds , and tapes are al l accepted and can be mailed to 

the address below.
•Footage may not be longer than 30 minutes .
•Electronic recordings can also be emailed to nccrest@ cudenver.edu. 

 •Release forms must be used for any recognizable person that is 
recorded. 

How to Enter  Complete and submit NCCRESt ’s National Ar t 
Contest Applicat ion. I t must be postmarked or emailed by October 31, 
2006 . No entr ies can be submit ted unless the ar t is t is in ful l agreement 
with the terms and condit ions of the contest . In addit ion, entr ies 
received without a completed entr y form wil l not quali f y for the 
contest .

Submit work to
Urban Schools , At tention : Ar t Contest
1380 Lawrence Street , Suite #625
Denver, CO 80204

www.nccrest.orgCulturally Responsive Educational Systems : Education for All
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